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GREY CUP CHAMP BRUCE BEATON TO SPEAK AT NATIONAL KICK OFF EVENT FOR BRAIN INJURY SURVIVORS
- ‘Hawaiian Oyster Odysseys’ to be hosted in eight Canadian cities -
(HALIFAX - 1 February, 2006) – Next week Oyster-lovers in Halifax will be ‘shucking’ their winter gear for grass skirts and Hawaiian shirts to kick off a national fundraising campaign for brain injury survivors. Featuring Bruce Beaton of Edmonton Eskimos, 2005 Grey Cup Champions, the first Hawaiian Oyster Odyssey in Halifax will raise funds for Brain Injury Association of Canada (BIAC) and Brain Injury Association of Nova Scotia.
By raising funds and awareness, the event helps survivors like Madeleine Welton who was in a near-fatal car accident 12 years ago. “When I had my accident, I had two young children and I had to re-learn how to do everything from walking to speaking”, said Welton. She is not alone. Brain injuries are the leading cause of death for Canadians under the age of forty five. 

Survivors will share their inspiring stories at the Hawaiian Oyster Odyssey on Wednesday, February 8th at Halifax’s historic Waterfront Warehouse at 1234 Lower Water Street from 6-10pm. Live entertainment will feature local band Swurve. Cocktail menu will include fresh oysters and a variety of fish, meat and vegetarian options. Guests will also enter a draw for two round trip tickets to Hawaii, courtesy Air Canada.
“We have grown from one event last year to eight Hawaiian Oyster Odysseys across Canada in 2006”, said Mireille Provost, BIAC’s President, who will be at the Halifax Hawaiian Oyster Odyssey to kick off the national campaign. Upcoming Odysseys will take place in Toronto, Vancouver, Saskatoon, Gatineau, St. John’s, Edmonton and Souris, PEI. Each event features stories from survivors, oyster bars, coconut mystery prizes, and tropical cocktails. 

Last year’s inaugural event in Toronto raised over $30,000, 95% of which was used in implementing programmes of BIAC across Canada. Tickets for the Halifax event are $125 and can be purchased from Lisa Boutilier at 902-473-5254. Sponsors of this year’s Odysseys include Diageo, the Insurance Bureau of Canada, Bombardier, Scotiabank and 
Waterfront Warehouse, host of the Halifax Odyssey.
Established in 2003, BIAC’s mandate is to improve the quality of life for all Canadians affected by brain injury. BIAC advocates on behalf of brain injury survivors, promotes prevention and develops national public information resources. 
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