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YOUNG PEOPLE IN KENORA TRANSFORM BOAT CRUISE
 INTO A WORTHY CAUSE

· Event part of national fundraising campaign –

(KENORA – AUGUST 8, 2006) – About 150 young men and women in Kenora are converting their local boat party into a national fundraising event on Saturday, August 12th. Inspired by the needs of brain injured survivors, Steve Maycher, a survivor himself, and his friends will raise money for awareness initiatives and promotional campaigns for prevention. The party, the Kenora Hawaiian Oyster Odyssey, is part of a fundraising campaign by the Brain Injury Association of Canada (BIAC).  

An avid athlete, Maycher was in a near-fatal accident while snowboarding in February 2005. He was partially paralysed and couldn’t walk or talk for several weeks. “My accident gave me a whole new perspective on life and made me realize how lucky I am to be alive”, said Maycher. “I am excited about the opportunity to help others who are not as fortunate as me.” Maycher, a University of Winnipeg science and business student, attended BIAC’s Annual Conference last month in Montreal.
Set in a Hawaiian theme, the three hour boat cruise, aboard M.S. Kenora, will feature a complimentary steak dinner, tropical cocktails from a cash bar and music of the “Philly and the Blunts" band. The boat will leave the Kenora Harbourfront at 10pm.  
“Brain injury is the leading cause of death for Canadians under the age of forty five”, said Mireille Provost, BIAC’s President. “Much of it can be prevented through proper use of helmets and other safety standards. We are proud of volunteers like Steve Maycher who are helping BIAC spread this message among the youth of Canada.”

Hawaiian Oyster Odysseys have grown from one event last year to seven across Canada in 2006. Others have been held in Halifax, Toronto, Saskatoon, Edmonton, Charlottetown and Montreal. National Diamond Sponsors of these events are Diageo, Insurance Bureau of Canada and Bombardier. Sponsors of the Kenora boat cruise include Butterball Turkey, Yonex, P and H Grain, RBC Financial, and Underwraps Catering. Some tickets are still available at a minimum of $30 and can be obtained from Stephen Maycher. 

Established in 2003, BIAC’s mandate is to improve the quality of life for all Canadians affected by brain injury. It advocates on behalf of survivors and promotes prevention (www.biac-aclc.ca) 
For further media information contact:
Stephen Maycher at 204-990-7420 
or Colin Maycher at 204-290-3480 
