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BRAIN INJURY PREVENTION ADVOCATES TO CALL ATTENTION TO HELMET STANDARDS

Around 100 delegates from across Canada to meet in Montreal

(MONTREAL - June 30th, 2006) - The Brain Injury Association of Canada (BIAC) will meet in Montreal next week to discuss the need for appropriate safety measures in promoting prevention. Delegates from Victoria to St. John’s will chart the Association’s course for the coming years, at its 3rd Annual Conference from July 7 to 9. 

“We can not emphasize enough the significance of proper safety standards for sportspeople, youngsters and others involved in physical activities”, said Mireille Provost, BIAC’s President. “Studies show that 75 percent of all cycling deaths in Canada involve brain injuries and the use of helmets reduces the risk by over 80 percent.” 

The conference, with prevention as its theme, will be held at Villa Saint-Martin (9451, boul. Gouin Ouest in Pierrefonds near Montreal (www.villa-saint-martin.zip411.net). Speakers include:

· Dr. Judith Marcoux from McGill University who will share her personal encounters with patients of preventable injuries
· Paul Nadler, a Montreal music video director and producer of the film BRAINDAMADJ’D TAKE II, who defied doctors’ predictions that he will never recover from a traumatic injury caused by a car crash 

· Mark Yakabuski, Vice-President of the Insurance Bureau of Canada will speak about the company’s new Be Smart Be Safe campaign 

· Richard Kinar, recreational advocate from Vancouver will discuss standards and legislation for use of helmets in sporting activities

“Preventable injuries cost us more than $13 billion a year; dollars that could and should be used for research into disease and treatment, or for prevention measures that will help reduce wait times for needed care”, said Tony Clement, Canada’s Minister of Health, in a message sent to the delegates. “My congratulations to BIAC on its significant contributions since inception - to research, improving the quality of life of those suffering from brain injury, promotion and prevention activities.”
The conference will open on July 7th, with a Hawaiian Oyster Odyssey reception, the sixth in a series of events being held across the country this year. Sponsors include Diageo, Bombardier, Insurance Bureau of Canada and Themeworks.  Established in 2003, BIAC’s mandate is to improve the quality of life of all Canadians affected by brain injury. It advocates on behalf of survivors and promotes prevention. 
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