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BRAIN FOOD 2006 – LOOK WHO IS COMING FOR DINNER

- Fundraising event big part of national series -
(SASKATOON – March 10th, 2006) – Around 100 community and business leaders are expected to attend Brain Food 2006, the first annual fundraising dinner by Saskatchewan Brain Injury Association (SBIA). They will join survivors and advocates from across Canada to promote awareness of brain injury prevention as well as raise much needed funds for SBIA and Brain Injury Association of Canada (BIAC), its national counterpart.
The advocates and events help survivors like Barb Butler who was in a near-fatal car accident along with her family. When she recovered from a 17 day coma, she did not remember how to walk or read. “I was a new person. I had to relearn everything”, says Butler. “It seemed like the worst day of my life, but it made me a better, more compassionate person.” Butler now volunteers with survivors. She is the Former President of SBIA and Secretary of BIAC. 

Larry Carlson is the President of the Saskatchewan Brain Injury Association. He was in a tragic car accident 14 years ago. He says it changed his and his family’s lives forever. Speaking of his struggles to return to a normal life, Carlson says, “I took the road less traveled and that has made all the difference. My wife says I am not the man she married. Luckily, she loves us both.”

Brain injury is the leading cause of death for Canadians under the age of forty five. Survivors will share their inspiring stories at Brain Food 2006 on Friday, March 17th at Saskatoon’s stunning riverbank hotel, Sheraton Cavalier from 6:30pm. University of Saskatchewan’s Dr. Deb Saucier will speak on Aging of the Brain and the well acclaimed Amati Quartet will give a special performance. Guests will enter a draw for two round trip tickets to Hawaii, courtesy Air Canada. Sheraton Cavalier has kindly donated the food, drinks and staff for the evening, in addition to hosting and sponsoring the event. 
“Brain Food 2006 is part of a national fundraising campaign called Hawaiian Oyster Odysseys”, said Lissette Coulling, Executive Director of SBIA. “We are thrilled that the Odyssey has now come to Saskatoon.” Co-chairs of the event are Rich Chapman, Doug Richardson and Tiffany Turcotte. Tickets are $100 and are available with Coulling at 306-373-1555; Rich Chapman at 306 244-6333 and Tiffany Turcotte at 306 664-1356. 
This year’s Hawaiian Oyster Odysseys are being held in St. John’s (NF), Charlottetown (PEI), Gatineau (PQ), Halifax (NS), Toronto (ON), Edmonton (AB) and Vancouver (BC). National Diamond Sponsors of the Odysseys are Diageo, Insurance Bureau of Canada and Bombardier. Sponsors of Brain Food 2006 are Saskatchewan Blue Cross and Yanke Group of Companies. 
Established in 2003, BIAC’s mandate is to improve the quality of life of all Canadians affected by brain injury. BIAC advocates on behalf of brain injury survivors, promotes prevention and develops national public information resources. 
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