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MEDIA RELEASE


For Immediate Delivery





HAWAIIAN OYSTER ODYSSEYS TO RAISE


OVER $200,000 FOR BRAIN INJURY SURVIVORS


- Sports, media, medical and political personalities to celebrate Toronto event -





(TORONTO – January 29, 2007) Next month, oyster-lovers across Toronto will ‘shuck’ their winter blues to join the hottest party in town. The third annual Hawaiian Oyster Odyssey (HOO) will celebrate the lives of brain injury survivors and will help raise over $200,000 for the Brain Injury Association of Canada. 





“The Hawaiian Oyster Odyssey is a great opportunity to bring brain injury survivors, key sponsors, supporters and decision makers together,” said Megan Patterson, president of the Brain Injury Society of Toronto. “Despite being the leading cause of death for Canadians under the age of 45, acquired brain injuries are not well known. This event will help us continue supporting survivors and their families who’ve suffered this devastating injury.” Patterson will be among several survivors sharing their inspirational stories that evening.





The event will take place on Monday, February 26th at the Drake Hotel, 1150 Queen Street West from 6 to 9 p.m. and will be emceed by ROB TV’s Amanda Lang.





Former Toronto Maple Leaf, Stew Gavin sees this as a great educational opportunity. “A brain injury can happen to anyone, not just athletes,” said Gavin, who will attend the event. “It’s important to know how to prevent these injuries and promote prevention. I’m proud to support this important cause.”





Gavin will be joined by other special guests such as Canadian Boxing Hall of Fame Legend, Spider Jones; Ontario’s Minister of Health Promotion, Jim Watson MPP; Canada’s former Minister of Public Health, Carolyn Bennett MP and members of the Toronto Argonauts. 





The tropical themed night will also be held in other cities across Canada over the next six months. Other HOO’s will be held in Vancouver, Gatineau, Saskatoon, Montreal, Edmonton, Winnipeg, Fredericton, St. John’s and Charlottetown. Each city will feature stories from local survivors, an oyster bar, mystery door prizes, tropical cocktails, and the chance to qualify for two tickets to Honolulu, Hawaii, courtesy of Air Canada. One finalist from each event will have their name entered into a final draw which will take place in Montreal on July 13th, 2007.





Tickets are $150 and can be purchased by contacting Adrian Lang at 416-869-5653�. Sponsors include the Drake Hotel, Diageo, TD Bank Financial Group, Insurance Bureau of Canada, Apotex Inc., Bombardier, Scotiabank, Barrick, Posluns Family Foundation, Toronto Community News, Yonge-Eglinton Laser Centre, and The Ice Man. 





For more information, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.hawaiianoysterodysseys.ca" ��www.hawaiianoysterodysseys.ca�





OR


Contact Howard Brown, Brown & Cohen Communications & Public Affairs 416-844-1180 
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